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Sir ¥ 
? Me By aie wd 


HAVE have read your characteriftical fketch of the 
political life of the late Lord Chatham, in the 6th num- 
ber of the 4th volume of your excellent Mifcellany, 
with much fatisfaction, as it contains in general — 
juft outlines of his extraordinary career, fhaded wi 
the foibles and follies of the people of England. 

But, though I beftow this merited encomium on the 
tketch, I cannot think of allowing it to pafs to pofteris 
ty without ftri€ture, becaufe it contains errors that are 
injurious to the memory of a man, who, with all his 
faults, furpaffed in every thing that is politically valu- 
able the Pitts and patriots of the prefent day, as much 
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as Mr Addifon’s tranflation of the twetity-third pfalm 
does that of ‘Fate and Brady,-or Steruhold’s and Hop- 
kins. 

Lord Chatham was bred at Eron college, and was fo 
remarkable for His " progrefs ‘th learning, that Dean 
Bland, the mafler, continually boafted of him, and 
ufed to exhibit him to his vifitors as a prodigy. He 
was the pride and boaft of the fchool, and notwith- 
ftanding his brilliant fuperidrity of talents, was fo frank 
and pleafing in his manners, that he was univerfally 
beloved, by this contpanions.; «~» 

At Utrecht Mr Pitt was no lefs remarkable for his 
attachment to fcience, and his advancement in every 
branch of polite Jiterature; and there he fometimes a- 
mufed himfelf with poetical effufions, feveral of which 
are ftill extant, and fhow not only a very claflical, but 
truly rich vein of penius in verfification. My father 
and he lived together at Monf. and Madame de Vions; 
they were almoft infeparable ; and from him I learnt 
thar Pitt began there to ftudy Britifh politics, and to 
addict himfels'to oratory, in meetings of the ftudents 
for {peculativ: and political difcufhon. Fie came over 
to England in the year 1729, and having obtained a 
feat in the Houfé-ef Commons as foor as he was of 
age, (for he was born on the 4th of November. 5. 
1708,) he foon diftinguifhed himfelf on that great 
théatte of :pdlitical eloquence, in a manner that imme- 
diately excited univerfal attention and applaufe. 

_ Six Robert Walpole hardly ever heard the found of 

his) voice.in. the Houte: cf Commons without being 
alarméd and thunderftruck. He ufed to tell his friends 
that he.nrould be glad: atany rate to muzzle that 
terrible cornet: of horfe. . His eloquence was: not 
that ‘of his fon; William’s,: fmooth, long-winded, and 
felf-futhcient; but noble, fiery, and energetical; he 
pawed, like Job’shorfe im the valley, and rejoiced in his 
{trength. ’ 





i7gt. LORD CHATHAM. 83 


Demofthenes, whofe ofations he had feduloufly ftir 
died, were the models he copied, and he vopied them 
with fuecefs. Yet he was equally mafter'of the plea 
fing, diffufe, paffionate, and curioufly arranged periods 
and per-oratory adérefles of Cicero. © ©) 

He fafcinated the people'of England in the gallery, 
and confounded the minifter below on. the. “bench 
of adminiftration. John Bull muft have blood abroad 
and violence at home, and Pitt was refolved to give him 
enough of ft! With all this, to compafs good ends, it 
was neceflary for him to flatter and bribe the king's'mif- 
trefs, to bubble the king as EteCtor of Hanover, and 
pleafe the tories by running down Walpole. Had he 
not done all this he never could have got into’ the fad- 
dle; for Britain'in thofe days was a very different 
country from what itis at prefent. 

Parties had not’ then been broken and mingled to- 
gether to be trampled in a crowd by the fovereign, but 
were within the accurate focus of the moft ftupid of the 
ftupid people, and were accordingly, by the people at 
large, diftinguifhed by the difference of their principles. 

War is certainly a ruinous proje& for any nation, 
but particularly for one that is commercial and manu- 
facturing; but if war muft be undertaken to pleafe a 
king or a people, it ought to be profecuted precifely as 
it was profecuted by Pitt. For if a nation, fituated as 
Britain was in the year 1756, is to hope for fuccefs in 
war, it muft begin by cutting off the tefources of a dan- 
gerous rival, and by ftriking all at once fo many hard 
blows on different parts of the enemy, as to incapaci- 
tate him from taking the advantage by perfeverance. I 
have often heard Pitt fay that this was his mafter- 
piece of policy ; and if you compare this with the mi- 
ferable tiffue of the American war, you will under- 
ftand at once the whole ftrength of my encomium of 
Chatham. 

I would not be ‘underftood to dedl blows at men 
whom 'I individually efteem, by‘ praifing the ‘contraft 
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of their conduct in the great Lord Chatham, but I 
would be underftood to fay, that if war is to be under. 
taken by a naval power that has extended commerce, 
it muft be done fuddenly and violently, and in fuch a 
way as to obtain a monopoly of the feas and of com- 
merce during the continuance of the war, to enrich the 
people, and reconcile them to exceflive taxes, which 
are the neceflary confequences of great undertakings. 
The moft glaring errors of Lord Chatham, which 
have hitherto efcaped the obfervation of a filly public, 
are his having omitted to oppofe the ftamp-act for A- 
merica when it was firft propofed in the Houfe of Com. 
mons, during its different ftages of pafling through the 
Houfe, that he might raife afterwards a higher idea of 


his political forefight. His having confented to the 
impofition of the duties on paper, glafs, and other com- 
modities in America, which being a repetition of the 
invafion of their petitions of right in the matter of the 
ftamp-adt, leffened his popularity in America, and ex- 
pofed him to the contempt of every man in Britain who 


had common difcernment. His overturning the ad- 
miniftration of Lord Rockingham, who being a trac- 
table, amiable man, would have eafily yielded to his 
{uperior pretenfions to be prime minifter, under the 
matk of the feals in the foreign department, and his ri- 
diculous choice of Lord Camden for a confidential po- 
litical friend. . 

As for his voluntary retirement to the hofpital of in- 
curables in the year 1766, it was occafioned by the ill 
ftate of his health, and particularly by a wandering 
gout, which occafionally affected his underftanding, 
and rendered him often unfit for public bufinefs. You 
have reprefented fome features of Chatham’s character 
juftly as bearing a refemblance to that of Cromwell; 
bat there was one lefs known that was very obfervable 
to thofe who had bufinefs of great importance and dan- 
ger to tranfa@t with him. He could be fluent and ap- 
parently communicative without faying one word that 
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could convey a precife meaning; he would flutter, and 
foar, and fing like a fky-lark, and come down upon you 
unawares with a vigour and effect that was quite afto- 
nifhing and inexplicable, while he was all the time 
watching for your opinions and fecrets as a cat watches 
ina bufh for a bird; and when he had got his prey, he 
played with it and dandled it with a grace and manner 
that furpaffed all defcription. His old fecretary Wood 
faw much of this, and often attempted to defcribe it; 
but thefe oral authorities, on which true hiftory is fo 
dependent, are too fugitive, and too difficult to be af- 
certained, to admit of much weight with the public. 
Iconfider Lord Chatham’s real death to have taken 
place in the month of March 1767. After that period 
his body was no longer able to maintain the greatnefs of 
its inhabitant: and his filly fpeech in the Houfe of 
Lords, in anfwer to the Duke of Richmond, where he 
talked of America as a part of the unalienable portion 
of the Princefs Sophia, was more like the cant of an 
old nurfery. maid, than the mafculine fenfe of an in- 
formed ftatefman. Yet this foolifh fpeech was the 
luckieft for his family he ever made; and I am per- 
fuaded, that had not this accident coft him his life, he 
would have died out like an airy meteor, and left no 
trace behind him more than Poulteny, and other 
would-be patriots, who had gone before him. For- 
tune, not prudence or forefight, regulates the affairs of 
this world. A man who had been for many years the 
execration of adminiftration, and by no means the fa- 
vourite of oppofition, is after his death immediately 
held up as a demi-god, at the defire of a king who 
would not employ him, and buried by the nation with 
the funeral pomp of a prince; ;giving to his family, to 
the lateft pofterity, more than he had ever enjoyed 
inhis life-time. All this Reafon fays is folly, nontenfe, 
and contradiction. But Fortune fays all was perfeCtly 
as it ought to be. 
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Alf thefe~ pretty doings were bonefires, lighted by 
men’ of both parties, who rejoiced in the death of a 
man who had been terrible“in his youth, and had be- 
come troublefome i his old age. ‘The laft fpecimen I 
have been able to difeover of Lord Chatham’s perfe& 
underftanding after his illnefs at North-End, Hamp- 
ftead, in'the year 1767, or of the colour and fubftance 
of his great mind, may be ‘feen in the following copy 
of a letter he wrote to a friend, who meditated a tour 
of North America in the year 1773: 


Lyme Regis, Fuly 5th, 1773. 

«¢ The very obliging letter with which you honour’d 
me, (of the 12th paft,) found me at laft in this place, 
where I caimé about 2 month fince from Burton Pyn- 
fent, in order to try fea-air, after a winter of much 
gout; and J have receivee! great benefit in my limbs 
from it. 

“¢ Your kind remembrance of the paft is every way 
pleafing to me, and the favourable fentiments you en- 


tertain of my attachment tothe ‘caufe of Liberty, and 
zeal for the honour and profperity of my country, make 
me not a little vain; and, (may I add,) fuggeft withal 
to my reflection better comfort than political vanity 
could adminifter in the clofe of a dangerous and flip- 
pery fortune. 


Vixi cf quem Curfum dederat Fortuna peregi. 


s* And Iam at prefent among the forgotten things 
of the great World of the Day; happier far than in it. 
You tell me you intend to crofs the Atlaritic next {pring, 
with a view to difcover the real fituation of America. 
You will fee a world not yet enervated by luxury or 
tainted by corruption.—Of courfe ardent and refolute 
for liberty. How affeéting will be the fpe€tacle! How 
does the honeft daughter fhame the profligate mother! 
My beft withes will follow you; and if you thall-meet 
with as much pleafure and advantage where you are 
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going, as thofe wifhes would affign yous your portion 
of good things will not be feanty.” 


There is both head and heart in this letter; and 
more of them than will probably be found in his pofte- 
rity, or in thofe who are now thought to be the props 
of the Britifh conftitution. 

I acknowledge Lord Chatham’s failings, but they 
were the failings of a fuccefsful Britifh ftatefman. 
I remember his good qualities, and his fhade would not 
frown upon me in the Elyfian fields, nay, not even on 
this fide the Styx,- when the method of relating them 
were remembered, 

I fhall clofe this letter with fome remarks on the 
learning and genius of Chatham. 

That he was learned f have already proved, from the 
teftimony of his teachets, when his fituation in life 
could not occafion the fufpicion of flattery. 

That. he was poffeffed of genius and tafte will fufi- 
ciently appear from the fpecimens of them, and from 
the teftimony of the moft eminent judges. 

Lord Chefterfield admired and envied him; Lord 
Lyttleton once loved him, and certainly had a high 
opinion of his claffical knowledge, and happy power of 
applying it to charm in converfation, the moft delight- 
ful, though the leaft valued, department of focial hap- 
pinefs. , 

He was honoured by Gartick, and praifed by the 
honeft, independent Thomfon, in his immortal Sea- 
fons. . Speaking of Stowe in his Autumn, he fays,— 


And there, O Pitt! thy country’s carly boaft, 
There let me’ fit beneath the fhelter’d flopes, 

Or in that Temple, where, in future times, 

Thou well thalt merit 2 diftinguith’d name ; 

And with thy converfe bleft, catch the laft {miles 

Of Autumn beaming o’er the yellow woods. 
While there with thee th’ enchanted round I walk, 
The regulated wild, gay Fancy then 

Will tread in thought the groves of 4itic land, 
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Will from thy fandard tafe, refine ber own, 
Correct her pencil to the pureft truth 


Of Nature, or the unimpaffioned fhades 
Forfaking, reife it to the human mind, 

Or if hereafter fhe, with jufter hand, 

Shall draw the tragic fcene, infiru& ber thou, 
‘To mark the varied movements of the heart, 
What every decent character requires, 

And every paffion {peaks ; O thro” her ftrain 
Breathe thy pathetic eloquence! that moulds 
Th’ attentive fenate, charms, perfuades, exalts : 
Of honeft zea! th’ indignant lightning throws, 
And thikes Corruption on her venal throne. 


I am, Sir, your’s, 
BIOGRAPHICUS. 


P. §. For Lord Chatham’s poetical talents fee his 
epiitle to Garrick from Mount Edgecumbe, in the New 
Founaling Hofpital for Wit, vol. 2. p. 195. edit. 1789, 
and in other colleétions. Many others are in the hands 
of his friends. But let no Bofwell dare to butcher 
hin, like the butchery of poor Johnfon. 


TRAVELLING MEMORANDUMS, 


( Continued from p.15.) 


00d 3» 1787. 
Ren to —where Ih £4 the good fortune 


to find Mr N t and his family in company together, 
and conducted by our moft obliging banker, Monfieur 
Gregoire—,we vilited a cabinet of paintings, which I 
had not an opportunity to fee when formerly here.-- 
It belongs to Monf. ———, a very polite and agree- 
able old gentleman.—Four fpacious and elegant apart- 
ments are filled with choice colle€tions of books and 
paintings, which are arranged with f&ngular order and 
tafte.—The paintings are feleét, original pieces, of the 
Flemifh, French, and Italian fchools———They are 
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efteemed the beft and moft valuable private colle€tion 
ja France.— Though ‘no connoiffeur, I paffed fome 
hours in viewing them, and in heating the worthy 
owner’s defcriptions of them, with inexpreflible plca- 
{ure. 

April 12. We fet out for Montpelier ——Near St. 
Remy, on our route there, we faw thofe celebrated ob- 
jects of antiquity, which are fit only to be feen and ad- 
mired.—I think it is impofhible to convey any juft idea 
of them by defcription ;~—at leaft I never attempt fuch 
defcriptions.—If made by feientific men, they are dull 
or unintelligible; and if by men of tafte, deficient. 

Montpelier, April 14. We arrived here in the 
evening, and put up at the hotel of the Cheval 
Blanc.—There are two other hotels, none of them re- 
putable; which is ftrange, as the refort here is very 
confiderable.—This is reckoned the beft.—When I de- 
fired to know what we could have for fupper privately, 
the landlady told me there was not a morfel in the houfe 
which was not ready to be fet down at the tadie de 
Phote to fupper.—For change, we were very well dif- 
pofed to join this cafual and uncertain company.—I 
was furprifed at the goodnefs of our fate; we had va- 
riety of the beft things for the feafon, well cooked, and 
at one-third of the expence for a private entertainment. 
~The company was numerous, talkative, and merry, 
without much drinking ;—all quite at their eafe, and 
wearing their hats on.— We were not qualified for the 
tapidity of a promifcuous French converfation, and re- 
tired early, though we met with every mark of atten- 
tion and politenefs.—Next day I hired a pleafant and 
commodious private houfe, well furnifhed, in the Far- 
dins de Fin, and adjoining to the walls of the town, at 
two louis d’ors per week. 

In this town they reckon above twenty thoufand in- 
habitants, and that a fixth part of them are proteftants. 
—Their minifter, Monf. » has the gencral re- 
putation of a learned, moderate, worthy man, and 
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an excellent preacher :—he performs divine fervice 
every Sunday at ten o’clock, forenoon, in a field, about 
a mile from the tewn, without any moleftation. 
Montpelier has a very pleafant fituation, on ati 
ground, furrounded by an extenfive, and for moft part, 
fertile plain, within fight of the Mediterranean.—The 
air is uncommonly pure aad tharp ;—hurtful in com 
fumptive cafes, but falutary to weak nerves, fo } find 
it agrees with my conftitution :—though for an extras 
ordinary continuance of near three weeks, the weather 
has been very cold, and the menftral.winds blow very 
high.—The States of Languedoc aflemble here in wine 
ter; when, I am told, the moft. noble.and opulent fa- 
milies maintain an elegant and exemplary hofpitality, 
without excefs either in luxury or play.— Lhe provifions 
are good and plentiful, but generally dear ;—freth and 
good fith of all kinds, particularly the rouger, fale, and 
turbot, fell at very high prices-—The ftates are not in- 
attentive to the profperity and interefts of this great 
province ;—yet they have hitherto failed to eftablith 
proper rules and regulations for the improvement of 
their fifheries, which are very ill-managed.—Their uni- 
verfity long poflefled great reputation, efpecially in the 
medical line.-—They are allowed to ufe the King’s gar- 
dens, which are extenfive, though neither beautiful nor 
richly ftocked with botanical plants.—In this garden 
Narciffa, (on whofe death Young raves with all the ro- 
mantic wildnefs of poetical phrenzy in his Night 
Thoughts,) was fecretly buried.—The fpot, a little 
loomy grove, is known;—TI faw it ;—it is indeed a 
doleful foade. Some generous and liberal-minded 
French perfons of diftinétion lately made a contribus 
tion to creét a monumental tomb over this burial 
place.—The propofal has occafioned ferious contetts, 
not yet fettled.—The orthodox are greatly offended 
that fuch a monument fhould be erected. over unhal- 
lowed ground, and to the memory of a heretical girl. 


—The two grand walks, the Ejp/enade, and the 
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Pera, are juftly admired as the fineft in France ;—and 
the adjoining great:aquedutt makes, as I think, a mag- 
mificent appearance, though it is a modern work, and 
though my friend Smollet peevifhly treats it with con- 
tempt-—The perfumes and Jiguewrs which are made 
here are highly efteemed all over Europe, and are the 
ftaple branch of their commerce. 

In a‘party with Lord D———-+s and his family, we 
made an excurfion to view the great canal of Langue- 
doc, and the Montagne percée, the pierced mountain) 5 
beautiful objeéts-of high and curious art, even to thofe 
who have feen fuch noble and ufeful works in England 
and Scotland.—I am firm in an opinion that all minute 
defcription of fuch monuments of genius or public 
benefit are tedious and-unfatisfactory—In fuch cafes I 
forbear any defoription, and I apply: the Roman maxim, 
Sentio tantum— monflrare nequeo. 

In the courfe of this excurfion I. made and fet down 
a material obfervation, that there is one article of Ca- 
tholic religion, which, though a hearty proteftant, °I 
would gladly embrace ;—That in feed-time.and harveft 
they work diligently, and I think, devowtly, in the 
fields, except during the actual performance of divine 
fervice.—If fenfe and found reafon were allowed to de- 
termine points of religious faith and duty, it would be 
as practicable and profitable for nations to-agree in ar- 
ticles of faith as of commerce, which is not regulated 
by metaphyfical arguments, nor by the art or influence 
of interefted men, but by the obvious principles of 
common ‘fenfe and common utility. 

When at ‘Montpelier, I had the fingular happinefs 
to beeome jwel] acquainted with Lord C—If—d, and 
his moft amiable family.—I can in no due meafure 
exprefs the eftimation w\iich, in my heart, I entertain 
forhim.—In thefe unpremeditated notes Ifet down jutt 
what Ithink and feel.—I think England produces fome 
of the‘beft—and fome of the worft of mankind,—with a 
wonderful diverfity-of intermediate characters between 
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thefe extremes.—A wife and well-informed, cheerful, 
benevolent Englifhman, does the higheft honour to hu. 
man nature.—Even an honeft, good-natured, blunt 
Englithman, with fenfe, though deficient in knowledge 
and manners, is a worthy and refpectable character :~ 
but on the other hand, a low-bred, furiy, ignorant, in- 
folent, and, add to all, a purfe-proud Englifhman, is the 
mott offenfive animal that crawdés on two legs, between 
earth and heaven.—One of their noblemen, equally fa- 
mous for his. wit and profligacy, fays of human nature 
what is certainly applicable to his countrymen : 


* Maan differs more from man than man from beaft.”’ 


I was furprifed when informed that there were no 
lefs than nine hundred chairs ufed in this town.—Eve- 
ry lady of:any fafhion has her chair, and generally 
their own fervants act as chairmen.—For great; part of 
the'year, however, the bulk of them are carefully laid 
Mp, and in general only employed when the ftates are 
afiembled, and the place is crowded with good compa- 
ny from all quarters.—Manufactures, particularly in 
filk, cotton, and verdigreafe, with confequential popu- 
lation, are here in a manifeft progrefs. 

I have made a very agreeable acquaintance with an 
Englith gentleman and his lady, occafionally here, Mr 
and Mrs P. n, and I have hopes to meet them again 
in the courfe of our travels. 

In my vocation of collecting wherever I go, curious 
articles of natural hiftory, I have been fuccefsful here, 
and have feen feveral good colleétions—I have made 
fome precious acquifitions from a Monf. Plomd, an emi- 
nent and experienced dealer.—His ufual practice is to 
decline any retails, and fell only large parcels; happily 
for my views he is at prefent overftocked, and content 
to fell at moderate prices fuch pieces as his cuftomers 
choofe to have.—I am barely an amateur, and can never 
rife to the character of a connoiffeur;—yet by practice 
i make fome progrefs in diftinguifhing capital pieces; 
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and [ am occafionally aided by perfons of real tkill.—I 
purchafed: from this man a {mail collection of beautie 
ful mineral pieces, and rich chry(tals, from Dauphiny 
and the Pyrenees.—By perfeverance in this mode of 
trafic I may be able to form a cabinet of diftinGion at 
home, without very great or improper expence ; and 
in the mean time I enjoy a variety of innocent and rare 
amufements. 

In the view, that I may determine to pafs next wine 
ter in Spainy—TI have read Swinburne’s travels with un- 
common fatisfaction.—I think they are written with 
eae, good tafte, fenfe, and perfpicuity.—Rare ingre- 
dients in modern books of any kind. 

Iefteem Mon/. Sabatier, of this place, as a fagacious, 
learned, and honeft phyfician.—I thall never forget his 
fair, laconic, and fenfible advice to my nephew, who hag 
pulmonary complaints, his words were,—‘* Allez! Allez! 
“ Il ne faut pas refler ici; fouvenz vous toujours de le 
“ confeil que je vous donne, boucoup de menagement, et fort 
“ peu des remedes.”—“ Depart! depart! this climate is 
“ improper for your cafe; but pray remember the ad- 
“ vice I give you. You cannot take too much care of 
“ yourfelf, nor can you take too little of medicines.” 
This do€tor gave me afimple receipt for an inflammation 
of the eyes, which, as it proved very fuccefsful, I fet it 
down for the benefit of others.—* Bathe them fre- 
* quently with rofe and plantane waters, in equal 
“ quantities.” 

Cete. 1 took up my refidence for about a week at 
Cete, as a convenient fituation, from which I could 
eafily refort to, and try the famous mineral waters of 
Bulleruck.—Cete ttands on a peninfula in the Mediters 
ranean, about twenty miles from JZontpelier.—Great 
part of the territory lying between thofe towns is very 
barrep.—The village of Frontinian lies on this road, 
within five miles of Cete. It is remarkable, for the 
tich wine called Frontiniac, produced in its neighbour- 
hood, and for its very unhealthy fituation, occafioned 
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by neighbouring marfhes, which, in hot fummers, in- 
feft the inhabitants with mortal diftempers.' Some. 
times the furviving people abandon it, ‘and return 

ain in winter. 

Thc fituation of Ceze is beautiful,—on the bottom 
of a hill which is cultivated, inclofed, and covered 
with vines to the top.— The accefs to the town has a 
fingular appearance ; and is finely romantic.— We pafs 
‘by a handfome and very extenfive bridge, which croffes 
part of a great fea lake ifflumg from the Mediterranean, 
—The harbour and port of Cete is a work of extra- 
ordinary folidity ; and it is the moft commodious and 
ufeful in the gulph of Lyons.—Their trade in Langue- 
@oc wines and brandy is very confiderable-—They 
thave alfo a great manufactory of tobacco, which em- 
ploys from five to eight hundred men, women, and 
children.— Burnet, Durnos, and Co. are the moft emi- 
nent merchants. ‘Their cellars and warehoufes are of 
_soxprenns and conveniency thar any I everfaw. 1 
‘had a letter of introduction to Mr Burnet from Mrs 
A——-1, an excellent member-of our Britith fociety at 
Hyeres—1 had my credit on Mr Burnet from. my 
bariker at Mar/eilles—He is a native of Scotland, yet 
thas no intention, or defire to return home.—No won- 
der, he has been fettled here ina profperous courfe ‘of 
‘bufinefs for more than twenty-five years, and is married 
‘toadeferving French lady,by whom ‘he enjoys a good land 
eftate, near Lunnelle.—He is, however, on all-occafions 
remarkably attentive and obliging ‘to the Britith people, 
“without ‘any of the vile diftinCtions between fouth and 
on which are only kept up by perfons who difhonour 


~ During my ftay here, I-happened to meet with two 
captains of ‘trading veffels from ithe'Frith of ‘Forth: iI 
‘was very highly pleafed with their {pirit and converfa- 
tion.—I viftted their thips, and they dined fometimes 
with me.—I ‘fet down from their information a ‘few 


‘particulars which 1 do think material, or interefting — 
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Their names are Grey and Greig. They had both 
ferved in the Britith navy, during laft war.—I am con- 
vinced that fuch men are better qualified to give 
true ideas of faéts and characters than perfons of rank 
in the fervice.—-They are not fo liable to the influence 
of party conneétion.—They exprefs plainly and bluntly 
the fenfe, and fincere opinions of our honeft tars.— 
Under fuch faveurable impreffions of them, confirmed 
by their natural, and unaffected manners, I liftened to 
their informations, as curious and important.—They 
“«“ faid the public difgrace and punifhment inflitted 
« on an inglorious admiral, in the former war, was 
* of great fervice—They freely cenfured fome of our 
admirals who ferved in the laft-war. Without any 
* partial favour for Keppel, they roundly and feverely 
blamed Pallifer ; and were clearly decided in opinion 
‘ that if the twoadmirals had united in braveand vigorous 
« exertions we fhould have obtained a complete and 
great victory—They beftowed no encomiums on 
Graves. ‘Their favourite heroes were Kempenfelt, 
Hood, Douglas, and captain Young—They faid 
the beft and moft ferviceable failors in the world, 
undoubtedly are the Britifh, the Dutch, and the 
Norwegians; that the French and other nations 
are now ina courfe to rival them; that the Czarina 
could never have formed a refpetable fleet if the 
had not had the fagacity to engage, and employ Bri- 
tith failors, particularly admiral Greig, and an Eng- 
‘ lith carpenter, whofe name I do not recolleé&; 
‘ that fhe wifely encouraged, rewarded them liberally, 
“ and committed to them the whole direétion and 
charge of her naval affairs.”—It was with pleafure, 
and I own, with a fort of national pride, that I heard 
fome French merchants of my acquaintance very frankly 
exprefs their efteem for thofe two Britifh failors ;— 
they faid they were diftinguifhed in the port for their 
ftrong ruddy complexions, and ftout make, but ftill 
more for their proper, and regular behaviour. 


{To be continued. ) 


a 
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Defees of the Laws of Great Britain'm-eertain Cafes; 


pointed out, witha View to their Improvement. 


To the Epyror of the Bee, 


Sea, AM 
I HE imaginary cafe (though, for ought I know it 


may, perhaps, be real cafe), put by your correfpondent, 
Mr. Hairbrain (vol. iv. p. 317.] brought to my recol« 
leétion two real cafes that have actually occurred in 
the hiftory of this country, which tend to fhow that it 
is either a matter of great difliculty to devife laws fuf. 
ficient to guard againft all forts of crimes, or that 
fomething very defective prevails in the legiflation of 
this country, fince very glaring enormities may be 
committed, not only with impunity, but may even be al« 
lowed to pafs without reprehenfion. As you, Sir, feem 
to have national profperity much at heart, which can 
be beft promoted by having the lives and property of 
every individual perfectly fecured from injury, where 
no tranfgrefhion of the law has been incurred, I doubt 
not but you will give the following obfervations a place 
in your ufeful mifcellany, that the public, being 
through its extenfive circulation, generally informed of 
thefe important fa&ts, may devife fome mode of ob» 
viating fuch glaring abufes of power in future. 

The firft of the two cafes I thall here mention is that 
of VaLentinE Morris, Efq; late Governor of St. 
Vincent, as written by himfelf, and publifhed. by 
Houepsr in London, in the year 1787, the truth of no 
one :tei in which narrative has been, or it is believed, 
can be impeached. ‘The evidence, indeed, of the 
principal facts are eftablifhed by undoubted documents 
in the publication referred to. The cafe is fhortly as 
follows : 
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In the year 1772 Mr Morris was appointed Lienten< 
ant Governor of St. Vincent's, it being then fubs 
ordinate to che government of Granada. His conduct 
inthe difcharge of that office having been approved by 
his majefty, the ifland was made a feparate government, 
and Mr Morris received 2 commiflion as governor of 
it, in the year 1776. 

- During the time .of his being licutenant-governor, 
he had frequently acquainted the governor of Grenada 
of the very defencelefs ftate of the ifland. ‘There ap- 
pears to have been a fhameful, and dangerous defici< 
ency of every article of ammuniiion; many batteries and 
forts were without guns; there were not fix gun+car- 
riages in the ifland fufficient to bear the weight of a 
gun, much lefs to permit it to be fired; and all the 
powder and balls, if colleéted together, not fufficient 
tora fupply of two hours, in cafe of neceffity ; and 
every thing elfe refpe€ting the fortifications, and mili« 
tary arrangements, in anequally ruinous, and neglec- 
ted ftate. Mr Morris had orders from home ta put thé 
ifland into a fate of defence. He did fo. The neceflary 
expences in repairing the old, and erecting new build- 
ings, have not yet (1777) been paid, though it has 
not even been alledged that any part of his condu& was 
biameable, or improper. Mr Morris fent his bills to 
the treafury, and, although they were allowed, yet they 
ftili were left unpaid. Under what pretext this could 
have been done, itis dificult to conceive ; but fo it was 
that this worthy man, profecuted by his creditors, was 
obliged to fell his property for half the value he had 
formerly refufed for it. His family reduced to want, 
and he himfelf worn out with anxiety, and overwhelm- 
ed with difficulties, died without having been able to 
obtain payment of his jut claims upon government.— 
The faéts refpeGting his public condu€t do not depend 
upoa Mr Mosris’s bare afestions alone, they ate confiirm< 
ed by the original letters which pafled between him 
and the fecretaries of ftate, and lords of treafuty. The 
Vou. V. 
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fale of his valuable, and beautiful eftate of Pierce-field, 
near Chepftow, fo well known by every travelier of 
tafte, he thus feelingly mentions: ‘This place, he fays, 
where I had for many years lived in profperity, refped, 
and ‘credit, and where, after a right difcharge of the 
‘duties of public life, I had fondly hoped to have paf- 
fed in tranquillity the years that might remain, and 
have |reathed my laft ;—this place was at length forced 
to fale for 26,1001. for which, at former periods, the 
different fums of 46,000]. 47,0001. 48,000l.. and once 
§2,000l. had been offered ; an event which would have 
been effectually prevented, had I received only an in- 
confiderable part of what was then, and {till is due to 
me by government.” Is the adminiftration of a country 
where fuch things can be done, I afk, under proper 
management ?—Are the individuals of that nation duly 
protected in their rights and properties?” Whatheartcan 
read the following pathetic paflage without being 
melted into tendernefs, or roufed to indignation! The 
man who wrote it is now at his reft. Born down with ca- 
lamities, he funk into the peaceful grave,—and we are 
left to mourn his fate. ‘* My fovereign; fays he, and 
my country, are welcome to the: faithful fervices 
I have, in fulfilling the duties of my public fta- 
tion, performed; yet may the injuftice I have re- 
ceived, and the fatal confequences of it from the 
unfeeling, infenfible ftate of all political. public cha- 
ratters, with the official former delays, arifing from 
temporary necefities end in met? I have known 
_profperity, with the honours and comforts of it. 
{ have fuffered adverfity, with its. train of ne 
gleéts and mortifications; I have, however, with 


+ And are the neceffities of the ftate, fuch as to filence the claims ef 
juftice ?—Curfed be the economy that confifts in defrauding the creditor 
of his due! Is it to furnifh money to pay election bills that fuch ftop- 
pages are made ? Muft the innocent be facrificed, that favourites may 


be forced into the national fenate, againit. the will of their coniti- 
tuents £ 
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becoming fortitude, learned the leffon of refigna- 
tion, and fhall, while I live, endeavour to prac- 
tife the duties of it. May furviving friendfhip fym- 
athife in my misfortunes! May. the truths I now 
publifh refcue my character from undeferved obloquy ! 
May my country-refpect that condu& ever dictated 
by the moft earneft with to ferve it ! and may my fuffer- 
ings, and the caufe of them, ferve as beacons to warn 
others from letting the warmth of their public zeal 
overheat their judgement, or make them infenfible to 
the cooler dictates of private prudence ! May they thus 
efcape that fatal wreck, not barely of their fortunes, 
but alfo of their hope, health, character, and happi- 
nefs, I have unhappily incurred ! 


Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum.” 


Setting humanity afide, we may obferve, that if in- 
ftances of injuftice of this fort be tolerated, it is eafy 
to pezceive the confequences mult be fatal. Whena 
man in the exercife of public truft finds that expences 
muft neceffarily be incurred, will not this example 
ftare him in the face, and arreft his operations ? at the 
fame time, it muft be owned, that a military perfon 
thus circumftanced will feel himfelf in an unhappy fitu- 
ation.—If he did not make all poffible exertions, that 
money might have enabled him to make, after having 
received orders for it, he may be tried for improper 
conduct, under the pretext that his draughts would 
have been honoured at home.—In every point of view, 
the conduct of government, in this inftance, muft be 
condemned as a like, impolitic, mean, inhuman, and 
unjuft. If there is no method of eafily bringing thofe 
to juftice who are guilty of fuch enormities, our laws 
are certainly defe€tive, and ought to be amended. 

The fecond inftance I am to adduce of fevere op- 
prefion unredrefied, is of a very recent date, and muft 
be frefh in the recollection of every one that reads this 
memoir. It is the cafe of Mr. Fames Sutherland, who; 

N 2 





100 PHEFECTS IN THE LAWS OF G. BRITAIN. Sept. 28. 


on the 17th of Auguft laft, was driven from defpair of 
éver obtaining redrefs, deliberately to put a period to 
his exiftence, in the prefence of his fovereign ; hop. 
ing, that frorn the mafther in which the at was per. 
petrated, it would make fuch an impreffion on the 
public as to terid in fomé meafure to check the prac. 
tice of fuch enormities in future. 

Every perfon knows that Mr. Sutherland had drawn 
wp, and caufed to be printed before his death, a 
pamphlet containing an account of his cafe, which he 
gave orders fhould not be publithed till twelve o'clock 
on the fatal day he had refolved to perpetrate this def- 
perate deed. ‘That pamphlet is now before the pub- 
jic, and from it the fotlowing faéts have been ga 
thered; 

Mr. Sutherland had experienced all the horrors of a 
¢lofe and rigorous confinement, while in the execu- 
tion of his duty, and the immediate fervice of the 
ftate ; he was fil fubjeét to the deplorable effects of 
a dangerous malady, occafioned by his imprifonment 
in a foreign goal; he had been fufpended from an 
honourable. and Iycrative employment, without the 
aflignment of a reafon, by the ftrong arm of power ; after 
haying obtained the verditt of a jury of his country- 
shen for damages, means were {till found to deprive 
him of his right; for feven long years he had peti- 
tioned, in vain, every branch of the executive govern- 
ment of his country, from the monarch on the throne, 
to the clerk of the under fecretary of ftate; from 
affluence he was reduced to mifery ; from refpeét and 
efteem, to 2 commiferation bordering on contempt. 
He was purfued by the harpies of the law ; he was 
overwhelmed with the diftrefles of a fickly wife, and 
a helplefs family looking up to him for phyfic and for 
food. He tried every method in his power to extricate 
himfelf from this diftrefsful fituation, and at laft was 
obliged to fuccumb. 
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The publication confifts chiefly of papers which 
Mr. S. had written in vindication of his charaéter, or 
to obtain redrefs, and which he has here colleéted to- 
gether, with an evident intention, in the firft place, to 
preferve the memory of himfelf from public blame; 
and, in the next place, to operate as a preventative to 
fimilar ills in future, by roufing the attention of the 
public to the circumftances that drove him to defpair. 

The firft paper that occurs in this colle€tion is the 
copy of a petition from Mr S. to the King, dated 21ft 
April 1785, ftating that he had already addreffed Lord 
Sydney, one of the principal fecretaries of State, but 
that he had not been honoured with any anfwer, and 
praying for immediate relief. 

‘The fecond is the copy of a humble memorial to his 
Majefty. In this he ftates the circumftance of his fuf- 
penfion by General Murray in 1780; his two aétions 
brought againft that gentleman, in each of which he 
obtained a verdiét in his favour, €’c. &'c. 

The third is a letter to Lord Sydney, recapitulating 
his fpecific claims for money expended in the fervice 
of government, requefting a remuneration of his lofies 
and expences, €’c. 

A variety of petitions and memorials, prefented to 
the King at St. James’s, Kew, and Windfor, in 1785, 
1786, and 1789, follow in fucceflion. All of thefe 
ote ineffetual, Mr Pitt, Mr Rofe, Mr Steele, Dr 
rettyman, Mr Smith, and Mr Nepean were applied to 
in fucceffion: fome of thefe gentiemen feem to have 
heard him with a frigid apathy, and others never con- 
defcended to take the leait notice of his applications. 
In this fituation Mr S. had recourfe to Mr Alderman 
Sawbridge, who, in the laft feflion of parliament, was 
about to prefent his petition to the Houte of Commons. 
but withheld it on being informed by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer that he would enquire into the nae 
ture of his pretenfions, and, if well founded, recome 
mend him, in his Majefty’s name, to the confideration 
of the Houfe. Relying now on the merits of his 
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caufe, our author expected a fpeedy period to his cala- 
mities, and was particularly afliduous in fpurring on the 
minifter to his promifed enquiry ; but, although he be- 
fieged his houfe daily, he could never obtain accefs, or 
even pfocure a fingle letter in reply, either from him 
or any of his fecretaries. In this dilemma Mr Saw. 
bridge read his petition to the houfe, and mentioned a 
day in which he intended to prefent it in form; but, 
on that very day, we are informed, Mr. Pitt gave 
affurances that the petitioner fhould be attended to at 
the treafury, and that he might depend upon difpatch ; in 
confequence of which the ill-fated petition was once 
more withdrawn. 

After an interval fufficient to afford ample room for 
inveftigation and enquiry, Mr. S. wrote another letter 
to Mr. Pitt, ftating his urgent neceflities, and affirming 
that he had not the means of /ubfffing longer, as he had 
hitherto fupported himfelf by felling every little thing of 
value that he bad, and now had not any thing more to fell, 

*¢ Let me then, Sir,” continues he, ‘ implore you 
by every thing you hold dear, to preferve him from the 
effects of defpair ; a perfon, who, fince he is driven to 
egotife, holds himfelf up as a man of worth and honour; 
who has never merited any thing of his king and coun- 
try fo much as favour and reward; who has ever been 
ready to prove this, and to remove wrong imprefhons, 
if any charge had been openly made againft him, and 
he could have obtained the fatisfa¢tion of being called 
upon for a defence.—And permit him to add, that his 
feelings, were he not a father, would have inclined him 
rather to have perifbed, than to be importunate in this 
language*.” 


* Is not this language improper? Why fhould a man fubject him- 
felf to ferious evils to avoid demanding what is juftly his due from any 
perfon? I have never been able to conceive a good reafon why a man 
fhould not demand, with cqual peremptorinefs, the debts due to him 
by the public, that he would be blameable in not demanding from an 
individual. If there is greater difficulty in forcing payment from go- 
vernment, which it would feem there is, thefe difficulties ought certainly 
to be removed. 
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All this, however, ftill produced no effet. The 
following memorandum, dated Auguft sth, 1791, clofes 
the publication, and clearly fhows with what delibera- 
tion he had refolved upon the fatal cataftrophe : 

« The machine feems to be worn out by anxiety, 
yexation, and difappointment. The tree muft fall! 1 
have not a wifh to prop it after the appearance of this 
publication. But I have a moft ardent one, that in the 
next feflion of parliament there may be a virtuous ma- 
jority in the Houfe of Commons, who thal! think that I 
have fair claims on government ; and that I have aright 
to transfer them, as I hereby do, to my daughters 
Mary and Louifa Sutherland. 

James SUTHERLAND.” 

I with not, Sir, to occafion difturbance by an appeal 
to the paflions, but I with that fuch momentous faéts 
fhould be known and attended to by all. As you yourfelf 
profefs, fo I declare, that I have no prejudice againft 
any of the perfons concerned in thefe tranfactions to 
induce me to take pleafure in expofing them ; but nei- 
ther have I fuch partiality as to wifh to fcreen any per- 
fon from public obloquy who may deferve it. I have 
perufed the whole of this account with indignation and 
with horror, as I believe every other perfon muft do. I 
wifh it to be made as public as poflible, that thofe in 
power may feel, that if it even fhould be poflible to evade 
the lafh of the law, it is not poffible to avoid public 
obloguy when they difregard the dictates of juftice and 
humanity in the difcharge of their duty; and as your 
work has a circulation in foreign countries, I am par- 
ticularly anxious this paper fhould appear in it, fo as 
that thefe facts may be known in the uttermoft parts 
of the earth, and be preferved to futurity. On thefe 
accounts I muft requeft the favour that you will not refufe 
ita place. What is done already mutt, [ know, remain— 
but the confcioufnefs of a public expofure, may, per- 
haps, prove fome fort of check to a fimilar conduét in 


rc 


iuture. 
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I wifh not, however, that the matter fhould reft here 
If my weak endeavours could have any influence, it 
fhould be exerted to induce the members of iegifl,. 
ture to devife fome mode by which fimilar neglect of 
duty in the public fervants of the crown thould be cb. 
yiated in future*. At prefent, it would feem, from 
thefe rugged facts, that no mode of relief tltat is eafily ac. 
ceffible by a man iki ordinary circumftances, but that 
of petitioning parliament to interfere in their be 
half; and this, I would warn thofe who have the 
direGtion of the executive power in this nation, feri- 
oufly to guard againft, as it may tend to introduce a 
very dangerous innovation in the conftitution of this 
country. This, I take it, can only be guarded agaiutt 

never giving any rea/ caufe for that interference. 

00 often of late have individuals been compelled to 
refort to this dangerous remedy ; and it is in the re- 
colleGion of every reader, that many perfons have thus 
obtained juftice who could not otherwife have had it 
This, I repeat it, is a dangerous innovation that every 
wife minifter will fludy to guard againft, and thot 
every well-wither of his country will with to avoid, 

Happen. 


P.§. Whether the family of Mr. Morris has got 
amy indemnification from government fince his death, 
I know not; but the public haye been informed, that 
fince the death of Mr. S. Mr Pitt has had a conference 
with his fon, and has granted a fuitable compenfation 
to the wife and daughters of that unfortunate fufferer. 


* Mg. S. inthe introduction te this pamphlet, folemnly requefis 
the electors of Great Brithin to inftruct their reprefentatives to pro 
cure aflaw, affording relief to every perfon whofe chara@ter may be 
afperfed in a petitionto the Houfe of Commons, and alfo an at of 
parliament, “ to affure the communication of the Reyal will dy bi: 
Majefy’s mivifiers, to every {abject who may in future prefent fe 
@ petition to the King.”—-I pretend not, however, to fay in what way 
the evil complained of may be beft remedied, all 1 prefume to affest i, 
that it is a ferfous evil, that loudly calls for redrefs. 





POETRY. 
Ee __ 
On Grandeur. An Ode. 


Sapius ventis agitatur ingens 

Pinus 3 et celfe graviore cafu 

Decidunt turres, feriuntque Jummos 
Fulmina montes. 


How varied lies the chequer’d feene ! 
Domtret* capt with fnow ; 
While humbler fmiles in vernal green 
The fun-clad wale below ; 
Gay Spring her cheering tafk performs, 
Regardlefs of the wintry ftorms 
That fweep proud Ochil’s lofty fide ; 
And fhelter’d from the whirling gale, 
Secure fmooth glides the winding fail 
Down Forru’s meand’ring tide. 


Alas! how like the chequer’d ftate 
Of Man’s contrafted lot ! 
The ftorms that beat at Grandeur’s gate ! 
The lowly thelter’d cot! 
Difguited pride with wintry brow! 
Contented labour at his plough, 

Still cheer’d by health’s unclouded beam 3 
While fafe from paflion’s whirling tide, 
Calm hope and refignation glide 

Down. life’s untroubled ftream, 


To meditation’s mufing mind 
Still moral piétures rife ; 
Ambition dafh’d by fortune’s wind, 
When towering to the fkies ; 
Exalted beauty doom’d to move 
In climes unwarm’d by genial love, 


* One of the higheft of the Ochil Hills, near Stirling. 
Vol. V. fe) 
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Whirl'd by the ftorms of vernal ftrife ! 
While nurtur’d in fome vale obfcure, 
The humbler fair-one blooms fecure, 

The miftrefs and the wife. 


But late, in ftrength and beauty’s prime, 
The towering Piane arofe ; 
Proud’o’er Srixura’s height fublime 
It wav'd its mantling boughs ; 
At eve, when Vefper gilds her ftar, 
The trav'ller fpied it from afar, 
And, raptur’d, wonder’d where it grew s 
Fond fancy plac’d its magic Height 
*Midft regions ftreak’d with gelden light, 
And fkies of azure hue! 


Embofom’d in the bank below 
That courts the fouthern breeze, 
The humbler nawruorn’s doom’d to blow 
*Mid kindred fhrubs and trees : 
Obfcure, it drinks its balmy dews, 
Unmark’d, fave by the moral Mufe 
That nightly breathes its rich perfume.— 
How weak is Grandeur’s empty thew ! 
Ambition, mark !—the piane’s laid low! * 
The sAwTuorn’s left to bloom. 


rr 


Written on the Spaw called St Bernard’s Well, 
near Edinburgh, on Lord Gardenftoun’s Birth- 
day, 24th Fune 1790, by an American Lady. 


Cuarm’n with fuch aés as mercy’s felf may claim, 
Aés that will {pread thro’ time thy deathlefs name ; 
Oh! Garpen, e’en the ftranger’s hunib!e mufe, 
Thus ftrongly charm'd, will not her aid refule, 


* The cutting down of this beautiful tree, which gave unt 
verfal diffatisfaCtion, occafioned the prefent Ode. 
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Though in the fimpleft ftrain, to pour her lay 
In warmeft withes on thy natal day; 

That ev'ry choiceft blifs may e’er attend 

The mind which mifery calls her kindeft friend. 
Hail day ! belov’d, when forrow’s tearful band 
Keceiv’d from Heaven a patronizing hand ; 
While nature fix’d his birth ’mid fummer ‘hours, 
To crown fuch worth with tributary floweis ; 
Then, Flora, let this day propitious wear 

The {weeteft garland that adorns the year ;— 
Here, Zephyr, ev’ry flow’ret’s fragrance bring, 
To breathe around the patron of the Spriny ; 
And numbers here who court Hygeia’s charms, 
While grateful pleafure ev’ry bofom warms, 
Shall hail the hand, which, while it plenty thow’rs 
To blifs the land, adorns Hygeia’s bowers. 

May then no cloud’s dark veil the day obfcure, 
But Phebus here his brighteft radiance pour! 
Emblem of Gaxpen’s bright expanfive mind, 
Where Bounty has her warmeft beam confin’d! 


Sooo 
Sonnet. 


Now o’er the world hath fober ev’ning fpread 
Her ebora tinétur’d veil—the {tars appear— 
The fmiling moon in mildeft beauty clear, 

Ason my hand I prefs my penfive head. 

While not on earth is heard one echoing tread, 
Look thro’ the fouthern uprais’d window near, 
Down on my cheek tear courfes after tear, 

I think on abfent friends, on pleafures fledj 
Now all their a@tions living in my fight, 

Awake new mournful pleafures in my foul, 
And every moment gives a freth delight. 

Do not fuch joys my fair one’s mind controul ? 

They do ;—I fee th’ affenting tear defcend,— 
And the will love this trifle for the friend. 
ELLA. 
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Hints to ManufaGurers on Spinning of Combed 
Wool by chinery. 


Iw the laft number of this wor A fome hints were given Te 
fpecting the fpinning of carding wool, by machinery. I now 
proceed to make fome oblervations on the {pinning of combed 
wool by machinery alfo. 

Ijhave not heard that any thing of this fort has been yet 
attempted ; it feems to me to be very praéticable, though the 
procefs muft be, in feveral refpedts, different from that praétifed 
for carded. wool. 

A mode of {pinning combed wool prevails in Aberdeenshire, 
in Scotland, that 1 have not met with any where elfe, which 
fuggefts a hint for {pinning combed wool by machinery: yam 
{pun in this manner is there called fab. -A common witeel 
that was ufed for fpinning cotton, before the introduétion of 
Arkwright’s machinery, was ufed for that purpole. The fpin- 
ner takes in her Jeft hand a tape * of combed wool, enters that 
to the point of the fpindle, and with the right hand turns the 
wheel ; as the fpindle is turned round, the thread is drawn out 
by pulling back the left .hand, exa@ly as in fpinning carded 
wool from rows ; and when. it is twifted enough, the wheel is 
turned a little back, and it is then put up on a pirn with great 
neatnefs and expedition: this manceuvre is repeated very fait, 
the thread, at one time, being drawn out only about a yard at 
fartheft, the tape of wool being held loofely in the hand, fo as 
to be brought gradually forward till the whole is {pun, when 
another is joined to it, and fo on. In this way a woman will 
fpin eafily, in the courfe of a day, about double the quantity of 
yarn fhe could do in any other way. The thread is generally 
little twifted and fack, from which circumftance it has obtained 
the denomination of flab. 





* A tape of wool, in the technical language of the manufactu- 
rer, is a long connected parcel of wool, in the ftate it comes 
from the combs. Several of thefe are ufually put up together, fo 
as to make a pound weight, and twifted a little, in which ftate 
this kind of wool is ufually offered to fale. 
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In this way combed wool might eafily be roved, fo as to 
make it fit for being afterwards fpun by the machine; and if, 
inthe roving, the thread were left pretty thick, a woman might 
do a good many pounds in a day ; fo that although this opera- 
tion were done by the hand, it would {till be fpun, for the great- 
ef part, by the machine, and mutt of courfe prove a great ac- 
celeration of work, and confiderably diminifh the expence. 

But it does not appear to me a matter of any difficulty to 
contrive a machine that would perform even this operation ; 
and as it is well known, that where machinery is employed; 
the work is always performed with much more accuracy than 
by hand, I think fome pains fhould be beftowed to effect this. 
The only difficulty that oceurs in this department, is that which 
arifes from the unequal thicknefs of the tape of wool. As that 
comes from the combs, it is thickeft at the middle, and goes 
tapering fmaller and {maller, till it comes to a point at either 
end. When fpinning by the hand, ‘this form is not attended 
with any confiderable inconvenience, becaufe it is eafy to let it 
flip fatter or flower through the hand, as thall appear to be nee 
ceflary ; but this cannot be done bya machine, which mutt go 
fteadily and equally along, in all parts of the operation. But 
if the tape of wool, after it comes from the comber, were drawn 
out by hand in the middle, fo as te make it fmaller there, and 
were brought to an equal thicknefs by joining another tape to 
the former, where the two ends are fmall, fo as to bring the 
whole to an equal thicknefs ; and were that winded up, it 
might then be paffed through the machine, which might be fo 
fet, that at every pull of the thread, an equal quantity might be 
given off, fo as to leave the thread, or rove, of an uniform 
eae and a perfectly equal twift throughout its whole 
length. 

In this: way, yarn, of no great degtee of finenefs, might be 
fun from combed’ wool, at one operation; but where it was 
wanted of a fuperior degree of finenefs, this firft operation 
thould only be confidered as a finer kind of roving. The de- 
gree of twilt will in this cafe, however, be much greater than is 
required for roving, where it is to be drawn over again. But, by 
paling it through the untwifting machine, it may be opened 
to any degree that the circum{tance of the cafe fhall require ; 
and in this way, combed wool may doubtlefs be drawn to an 
execeding degree of finenefs, and at an inconceivably {mall ex- 
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pence ; and as it is very eafy, ‘n all cafes, to have the yarn. un. 
twifted to any degree that may be wanted ; and as, where the 
wool is long, a very {mall degree of twift is fufficient to make 
the thread cohere enough for being wove in a light loom, where 
the foft Shetland wool is employed, fabrics of wool may be thus 
made, not only much finer than any’that have ever been feen, 
but even fofter in texture than the fineft Indian thawls, which 
have hitherto been unrivalled by any European manufacturer, 
N. B. If not difappointed by the engraver, the figure and de 
Jeription of the untwifling machine will be given in our next, 


—————SEEE—E—E————— Ee 
Farther Obfervations on the Effetts of Froft on Corn. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


SIR, 


Iw looking over No. 6th, Vol. IV. of your ufeful publication, 
I obferved an extraé& from my ftatiftica! account of the Parith 
of I.inton, relative to the effeéts of the harveft frofts.—Whe- 
ther from inaccuracy in my original report, or inadvertence in 
thofe who prepared it for the prefs, I find a conclufion fet 
down, without a precife {tatement of the faés from which that 
conclufion is deduced. 
It is in the laft paragraph of page 218. immediately after 
the fentence, it is certainly the cafe with oats. The faéts, which 
I either did ftate, or ought to have ftated in confirmation of 
the preceding averment, as to the froft having Jittle effe om 
the ears of oats, when their juices were watery, and had not at- 
tained to the confiftence of thickijh milk, are as follow: “In the 
** year 1784, the fro{t was on the night betwixt the 17th and 
“ 18th of Auguft—lI had that feafon a field in the crofts ad- 
‘¢ joining to the village of Linton, fown with Polifh oats, a 
“ fpecies of oat about three or four ‘weeks earlier than the 
“ »Tweedfide oat, then commonly ufed ; the uppermoft grains 
“¢ (which in every fpecies of oat ripen fooneft) had in that 
‘¢ field, attained to the confiftence of thick milk ; thefe were 
“¢ all frofted four-or five grains down the head; the grains 
“¢ below thefe all ripened well. The rough bear in the conti+ 
‘* guous fields, which might be about equally forward with 
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« the top grains of thefe oats, or poflibly from their being a 
“ more tender grain, was fo totally deftroyed, that the ftraw 
« was afterwards ufed for thatch, without ever being thrafhed. 
« The field of Polith oats was indeed remarkably thick and 
«% ftrong ; the ripening of the undermoft grains might there- 
“ fore have been in fome meafure accounted for from the 
“ fhelter afforded by the uppermoft grains: but.as a proof 
“ above all exception, that the froft does mot greatly burt 
“ eats while the juices in the ear are watery, there were feveral 
« adjoining fields fown with Tweedfide oats, whofe beft ri- 
« pened grains wereno farther advanced than the undermoft 
“ grains im the field above mentioned, which all ripened very 
% well, though equally expofed to the fro)" 

In addition to the confirmation derived to this fuppofition 
from Dr Roebuck’s experiment, it may be fubjoined, that in 
fping 1783, fome farmers in a muitifh parifh not far diftant, 
who fowed feed oats of their own growth 1782, upon their 
good feed, as they conceived them to be, running fhort, fowed 
fome ends of rigs with the out-dightings, which laft produ-, 
ced the beft crop*. 

In page 219. in the laft paragraph but one, and firft line, 
for crops cut and flacked, read crops cut and flooked. 

In looking over the account of Linton, in the volume of re- 
ports publifhed by Sir John Sinclair, I perceive feveral things 
publifhed, which perhaps might as properly have been omitted : 
thefe are of little confequence ; fome correétions, however, are 
abfolutely neceflary to render the account applicable to the 
teal ftate of the parifh ; and thefe I beg you would infert, as 
Iknow no more proper mode of communicating them to the 
readers of the ftatiftical account of Scotland. 

In page 126th of the volume publifhed by Sir John Sinclair, 
article foil, line rft, for, the foil of the hills is clayey, read, the foit 
of a few of the bills is clayey; line sth, for the remaining part, 
read the greateft part. 


* The fame thing happened in Aberdeenfhire that feafon, as 
Thad particular occafion to remark ; a phenomenon that then 
furprifed me not a little, as I never before had had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing frofted corn of any fort, it. 
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In page 135. laft fentence of the uppermoft paragraph, read 
thus : “ Old breeding ewes from the hills fold to the butcher at 
“ Martinmas, weigh from fix to nine pound averdupoife per 
«+ quaster, yielding from three to five pound tallow, as taken 
‘ out by the butcher ; fuch as have had no lambs the preced. 
‘¢ ing feafon, yielding more in proportion, both in weight of 
* carcafe and tallow.” 

In page 139. article Corn farming, after mention of Magbie. 
hill oats, it fhould be fubjoined that thefe are the red oats, now 
commonly fown by Dawfon in Frogden, he having got the 
feed originally from Linton. 

In page 140. dele the two notes at the foot of the page, 
which fhow the abridger to have been no Scot{man. 

In page 142. article Population in 1791, the inhabited houfes 
in the village of Linton are faid to be 59 inftead ef 95, and the 
total inhabited houfes in the parifh are made by confequence 
to be #78, inftead of 214. 

I am, 
Yours, &c. 
CHARLES FINDLATER. 
Manfe of on eae 
26th Auguft 1791. 
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